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Perhaps one of
the rarest sights in
the VW Camper
warld - looking
down from a
Dormabile roof
into a Westy S04kG



SPLIT
SCREEN

Original

CLAUS MISSING WAS LUCKY ENDUGH TO TRACK DOWN this incredibly

nngmal SO44 Westfalia when'it came up for sale — here's the story in full

Words Bryn Musselwhite Pictures Stefan Bau
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SPLIT SCREEN
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1, Hebmiiller
d Karmann are two that spri
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half

decades and s 3 Once an
everyday item becomes unigue.

Westfalia labeled the T

“This could easily be
the ultimate Split
Screen Camper!
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The wooden
headliner in the
cab is like new

that understands Volkswagens. He's not a
diehard Bus or Beetle enthusiast, but a VW
guy through and through, thanks to his
dad, as Claus explains. “My father’s first
car in his shop was a new 1967 Split Screen
Iransporter.”
So what was it about VWs that
50 hooked Claus? 1 like the older
Volkswagens because they are so simple
and casy to repair”
Considering Claus has such a down to
earth approach to Buses, it's astounding
o how his appreciation
A of the more mundane
aspects of their design
can lead to such an
amazing Bus, We'll let
Claus talk us through
his involvement with
the marque. He says
“I had a 1967 Beetle

After several Beetles,
I bought this Bus.”
S0 why the sudden
change? “The family
grew, so | needed

a larger VW, he
explains

Claus may come
across as a pragmatic
guy with a practical
approach to getting
down life’s road
on four wheels, but
don’t be fooled. He's
ot some serious
Wolfsburg blood running though him, as
becomes clear when he shows us what else
is in his garage.

“I've got a Split Convertible from 1952,
restored by myself over 12 yvears, plus a
Split Sedan from 1952 and an export Beetle
from 1963 with lots of accessories.”

So naturally, when Claus went looking
for a Bus he wasn't going to settle for any
old Van. But where did he discover this

an unrestored original @ample,

and a very rare fin d

as my first car in 1989,

Louvered Westy
windows — cooll
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about thi
Claus Missing, Germany

For more
information

and pictures on
Claus” Westfalla
S044 Camper with
Dormobile roof

and his other YWs,
plus loads of really
cool period pictures,
check out his very

good website www
karmann1952 de

— just click on the ‘Union Jack' banner for
the English versian. Cheers, Claus!

Claus would like to thank his friend
Jan-Peter Henkels, who put him in
contact with the seller Michael
Steincke in Décember 2006,
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gorgeous 50447
“My friend Jan-
Peter Henckels gave
me a tip-ofl thal
Michael Steincke
frovm Frankfurl
was selling his
1966 Westfalia
Dormobile.”
Michael Steincke
has written many
books on the
VW Bus, and is
considered an
aficionado on the
subject. As Claus says of this Westy, “T was
the lucky guy that bought i.”

UNTOUCHED ORIGINAL
And when he says lucky, just check out
how original it actually is
“1 bought it in untouched condition.
This Bus has ils original paint and has
never been welded, Only the bumpers
have been resprayed and the original seal
material is still under the yellow covers.”
Having covered 130,000 kilometres, Lhis
isn't a ridiculously low mileage example

. v
The classic OATER S
Dormabile roof
was fitted to very
fener Westfalias

either. OK, it's not huge mileage, bul
neither has it been stored away in a barn
somewhere, hidden from sighl. This is just
a well cared for old VW, which even came
with its original small awning,.

It weon't matter
how hard you
search, you
probably

Dormobile roafl

ACTION

Moving inside, the curtains aren’t
original to this Bus, bul they are original
items. Claus explains, “When Michael
Steincke ‘cleaned up” the Westfalia archive
in Wiedenbriick, he met an old lady who
worked for Westfalia during the Sixties

and Sevenlies in the sewing rooms. After
the curtains changed colour in the early
Seventies she took the last original material
home with her and made some kitchen
towels, Michael got this “new” stuff from
her and put it in this Westfalia.”

With just bwo previous owners prior
to Claus, and one of those being Michael,
we can only assume this Westy's first
owner kept and cherished it for a few
decades. That doesn't mean that Claus has
had nothing to do to it, although we're
not lalking aboul a complete strip down
and rebuild here. *1 took the Bus toa
professional car polisher and he worked
for over a week on it, polishing the original
paint. The result is awesome.”

BEST IN SHOW

Civen that Claus lives in Germany, he
attended the 60th Anniversary meeting
in Hanover last year, getting a prize in
the Original T1 category — that's no mean
feat given the turn-out, It's also no great
surprise when you look at the detail and
originality his T1 exudes.

Details such as that Dormobile roof, for
example, This is an extremely rare addition,
as Claus outlines, "YW sold only 500 units
with the expensive SO44 interior. Just a few
dozen of these 500 units had the equally
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expensive Dormobile roof and there are
only nine cars in this combination known
worldwide.”

W it's all in the detail

F The Westy 5044

We just love that original side awning
too - forget aboul how unstable it would
be in the wind, just imagine how cool

it would be to sit under it sipping yvour ' r E:;ﬁr r: 7 r '
favourite brew, Camper was | 1
The SCM4 wasn't a great seller, and as ane of the
Claus mentioned it was expensive. But best appointed I
there were other reasons, too: “There is the :{\\"h&mﬁ;&m |
N L A L them a
cabinet in the back of the car. When you % lkatich oniy |

look in the rear view mirror, you can't see

. i p t ever available
outside.” But as any Split Screen owner

as a non-walk

will tell you, they're deceptively spacious through Van f’l"‘_\‘h .-.___'g'_, L
once you gel inside one, Although Claus 1 — the storage ;

is still looking for the front cot, because SR W NETY

with that you can sleep six people in | L':TE:::L?:

the Dormaobile, which though it may be [ Vit Bakard i

pushing it a bit, is just another option - d R T

Claus can't resist

Pun alert: - e i .
Unlike the [ e ¥ *s¢  The Martin

owner, the i B . J Walter

original [ (i y y Dormobile roof s
matar is not 1k d 3 laoks like it was

missing' . ._ ¥ 4 fitted yesterday

Cupholders? They'ne nothing new
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